You have heard from Dr Summers something of our experiences in using the sodium salt prepared in the hospital, from free acid, and I need hardly add that we were rather disappointed in the results obtained and more than a little worried over the toxic side-effects encountered.
However, the sodium salt became available from the manufacturers, and it was decided that the drug should have a further trial in its new form, and that some of the patients previously showing intolerance should be included in the series. : in all cases, the sputum was positive.
In the pleural effusion cases, the effusion did not appear to clear up more rapidly than with bed-rest alone : the parenchymal disease appears to have become rather more firm and it has not spread appreciably, but cavitation persists.
In cases with the pneumonic type of disease, no appreciable differences were noted in the grossly diseased lung, but in one case, a very early lesion in the contralateral apex has regressed.
The small apical lesion in the remaining case has shown definite contraction, and cavitation is no longer so obvious ; the sputum is negative on direct examination, but positive on culture.
In no case has there been any striking fall in sedimentation rate, and the haemoglobin has risen slowly only in those cases which were grossly anaemic.
This series of cases is very small, and one would hesitate to draw any definite conclusions from it, and in no one case could it be said that improvement has been unequivocally due to the drug. It is also obvious that beneficial effects have occurred only in cases with small lesions, and that it has no effect at all in the presence of dense caseation.
